The Making of the National 5
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In the previous chapters: we have lpnked at:

On Lthe basis of whal yvou have read about these
fssues, do yvou think Indians were discontented with
Britsh rule? Il so, how were different groups and clgsses

The Dritish conguest of territories. and lakeover

of kingdoms

Introduction of new Laws dnd adnintstrative
Instutions

Changes in Lthe lives of peasants and tribals
Edueational ehanges in the nineteenth century
Diehates regarding the ctiidltion of women
Challenges to the caste sysicm

Social and religlous reform

The revolt o] 1857 and lts allermath

The decline of crafts and growth of industries

dissatisiicd?
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Sovereign —The capacity

to act Independently
withoul duiside
Interference
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The Emergence of Nationalism

The above-mentioned developments led the people Lo
ask a ¢ruclal guestion: what Is this country al Indla
and for whom is It meant? The answer thal gradually
emerged was: India was the people of India — all the
peaple (rrespective of class. colour, caste, ereed.
language, or gender. And the country, Its respurces and
svstems. were meant for all of them. With this.answer
came the awareness that the [ritish were exercising
control over the resources of Indla and the lives of Its
people, and until this control was ended. India could
nat be for Indlans.

This consclotisiess began o be clearly stated by the
polities] associations formed after 1850, especlally tho=e
that came into belng in the 18705 and 1880s. Most of
these were led by English-educated professionals such
as |lawvers. The more important ones were the Poons
Sarvajantk Sabha. the Indian Assoclation. the Madras
Mahajan Subha. the Bombay Presidency Assoclation, and
of course the [ndian Natlonal Congress.

Nate the name, "Poona Sarvalanik Sabha® The
literal meaning of “sarvajanik” 5 "of or forail the people”
(sarva = all# janik = of the people]. Though many of these
assaelatlons netioned [n speelfle parts of the country.
their goals were statéd a5 the goals of all the people of
India, not those ﬂi_' any one reghon, communily or class.
They worked with theidea that the people should be

sovereign - a modern consciousness and a Key feature of

nationalism: {nother words, they belicved that the Indian
peaple should be empowered 1o take decisions regarding
thelr affalrs:

The dissatisfaciion with British rule infensified (n the
1870 and 1880s. The Arms Act was passed in 1878

disallowing Indians [rom possessing arms. In the same

yrar, the Vernaculasr Press Act was also' enacted In an
effort to silence those who were critleal of the government.
The Act allowed the government to confiscate the

assets of newspapers including their printing presses

if the newspapers published anvihing that was found
“ohjectionable”™ In 1883, there was g furore over the
attempt by the government 1o ntroduce the [Tbert BIL The
bill provided for the trial of British or Edropean persons
by Indians. and sought equallty between Dritish and
Indlan juddes in the country. But when white opposition
forced the govermenent to withdraw the hill. Indians were
enraged. The event highlighted the racial attliudes of the
BGritish in India.
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The need for an all-India organtsation of educated

Indians had been felt since 1880, bur the Hbert Eill Publicist — Somcone
conlroversy decpered Nis desire. The Indian National who publicises an idea by
Cringredss was egtablished when 72 delegales [rom all circulating nformation.
aver the country mel at Bombray In December 1885, The writing reparts, speaking
carly leadership — Dadabhal Naorojl, Pherozeshah Mehia, it meelings

Badruddin Tvabjl. W.C. Bonneril. Surendranath Banerjl
Romesh Chandra Duit, 5 Subramania [yver, among
others — was largely from Bombay and Calcutta. Naoroji,
a businessman and publieist settled In London. -and
fiur a time member of the Brlilsh Parllament, sulded the
younger nationalists. A retired British official, A.O. Hume,
also plaved a part in bringing Indians fram the various
regions together

Sowures 1

Who did the Congress
seek to speak for:

A newspaper, The Indian Mirror, wrote in Janusyy 13858
The First Nauonal Congres: a1 Bombay . i the nucisys
of x future Parhament for sur cuntry, ang will lead 1o
the good cfinfonesivable magnitnde foroirfounirymen.

Badruddin Tvabp addresed the Congre= a5 President

in 1887 chus;
thiz Congress & composed of the represenmaver \not
of any one ciass or communiny of India, bur of all the
different commumties of India

- e e T, T, T mm' ny- 2 — Dbl ."l:.J'l.II".:I_”

Sooroll's book Pooerry aned

A nation in the makmg Lire-Fritisf Rulis i i offered
o senthing cristetsm of the

-3 i PRI & a . Ke th ra , r ¢
it has often bren sald that the Cangress in the first twenty oo frpiet of Brittal Tule

vearswas maderate” i its abjectives and methods. During

this period, 1t demanded' a greater volee [of Indlans In

the dovernmeril and' in adminisifallon, It wanled the

Legislative Counells to be made mare representative,

glven more power, and intreduced In provinves where | ‘ﬁﬂﬂi’* ‘
none existed. Ihdemanded that Indians be placed in high E— —
positions o the government. For this purpose. it called for From Tm_ beginning the
civil service exarninations to be held in India as well, no Congress sought
[ust i Londori. -sp=sk for, and in the
name of, aif the Indian
pgepple. Wivy did it
choosa o do sa?

The demand for Indiantsation of the administration
was part of a movement against raecism. since most
Iraportant jols at the Urine were monopollsed by white

)

THE MARING OF THHE NATTONAL MOVEMENT: 1HT0s 1847 b=
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Repeal — To unds law; o

offivially end the validity
of something such as a
Taw

Sodrce 2

In pursuit of gold

wrote to Naovojiin 1887

Pherazeshah i3
qmum:hr.l tm: i:rmr

A*!r. ‘Pelmg: I‘H
remzins busy. 1

‘wonder ‘how i all

rmnht;tymﬁu
pmmhnrpla &@n

‘the progres: of the A

mmn?heudrmﬁaﬁ? o~
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officials, and the British generally assumed that Indlans
could nat be given positions of responsibility. Since
British afficers were sending a major part of their large
salaries home, [ndianisatlon, It was hoped, would also
reduce the drain of wealth to England. Other demands
Included the separation of the judiclary from the
executive, the repeal of the Armis Act and the freedom
of speech and expression.

The early Congress also ralsed a number of economlc
issues, It declared that British rule had led 1o poverty and
famiines: Increase In the land revenue had impoverished
peasants anil zamindars. and exports of grains o Europe
had created foad shortages. The Congress demanded
reduction of revenue, cut In military expenditure. and
more funds for irrigatlon, I passed many resoliitions on
the salt tax, lreatment of Indlan labourers abiroad. and
the sufferings of forest dwellers —caused by an lmterfering
farest administration. All this shows that desplte helng

a body of the educated elite, the Congress did not

talk only on behalfl of professional groups. zamindars
ar industrialists.

The Moderafe leaders wanted to develop public
awareness aboot the unjnst nature of Hritish rule.
Thev published newspapers. wrote articles. and showed
how Britlsh rule was leading to the eponomiec ruln
of the country. THey critlclised British rule (o their
spreches and sent répresentatives to different parts of
the country to mobilise public opinion. They felt that
the British had respect for the ideals of freedom and
justice. and so'they would accept the [ust demands of
Indlans. What was nedcessary, therefore, was {0 expiress
these demands, and make the government aware of the
feelings ol Indlans.,

“Freedom is our birthright”
By the 1890s. many Indians began to ralse gquestions

ahout the paolitical style of the Congress. In Bengal.

Maharashtra and Punjab, leaders such as Bepin
Chandra Pul, Bal Gangadhar Tilak and Lala Lajpat
Ral were beginning to explore more radical objectives
and methods. They erlticlsed the Moderates for their
“politics of pravers™, and emphasised the importance
of self-relance and consimuctive work: They argucd
that people must rely on their own sirength. not on the
“good” Intentions of the dovernment: people must fight
for swaraj. Tllak ralsed the slogan. “Freedom is my
birthright and | shall have (11"
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In 1905, Viceroy Curzon partitioned
Bengal. At that time Bengal was the bigdest
provivee of British India and ihneluded
Biliar and parlts ol Orissa. The Dritish
argued for dividing Bengal [or reasons of
administrative convenlence. But what did
“administratlve comvenience” mean? Whose
“converlence” did It represent? Clearly. It
was closely tled 1o the interests af British
oificials and businessmen. Even so. Instead
of removing the non-Bengall areas firom the
province, the governmeni separated East
Bengal and merged 1L with Assam. Perhaps
the maln Bridsh motlves were 1o curtall the
inthienice of Bengdgall politiclans angd to split the
Bengall people.

The partitlon of Bengal Infuriated peaple
all over India. All sectlons of the Congress —
the Moderates andd the Hadicals, as they may
be called — opposed L Earpe public mectings
and demeinsiratlons were organised and
novel methods of mass protest developed. The struggle  Fig. 8 - Bolgansadfor Tilak
that unfolded came to be known as the Swadesh|  Nitice the tiame of the nessqipes
movemetiL. sirongest in Bengal but with echoeselsewhere | Hhaf lies on'ihe tble. Kesar,

) - ) ~ ) & WAl NEwWsppeT £olted
tnn— in deltale Andhra for Instance. It was known as the i

. b Tilak bersyme one of the
Vandemataram Movemeni strormest eritics of Brtsh ol

Fig. 4 — Thomareds [ined e ademossinartons duntng the Swemates b mooemmen T

THE MARINLG OF THE MATTONAL MOVEMENT: 187V0s—i T =1
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The Swadeshl movement sought to oppose Hritlsh
rule and encourage the ideas of self-help. swadeshi
ciiterprise, natlbnal educatlon. and use of Indian
languages. To flght or swaral, the radicals advocated
mass mabilisation and boveott of British Instiiutions
and gnods. Some Individuals also began to suggest
that “revolutionary violence” would be necessary io
overthrew Hritish rule.

The opening devades of the twentleth century were
marked by other developments as well. A group of Muslim
landlords @nd nawabs- formed the All India Muouslim
League at Dacca in 906, The League supported the
partition of Bengal. It deslred separate electorates lor
Muslims. a demand conceded by the government in
1908, Some seats In the councils were now reserved for
Muslims who would be elected by Muslim voters. This
Fig. 5— Lata Lajpar Kal tempted politlcians to gather a lollowing by distributing

Ammtionalis: from Punjab. he was favours to thelr own religious groups.
ane of the leading members of the e
Radlal grop which sss erftical Meanwhile. the Congress split in 1507 The Moderates

of i palitics of petitiones He was wertE vpiposed W the vse of bovcoll. They {ell that 1t
flko mn active mienber df e Anva Inyplved the use of foree. After the split, the Congress

Senaj, came to be dominated by the Moderates with Tilak's
followers hinctioning from owutside. The two groups
reundted in December 1915: Next year; the Congress and
the Mustim League stgned-the historie Locknow Paotand

Revolutionary violence declded to wark together for represéntative government
The use af violence to In the country.

miake a radleal change

WHEISheiety The Growth of Mass Nationalism
Council — An appointed Alter 1919, the struggle against British rule gradually
ar elected body of peaple beecame amass movement, involving peasants, tribals.
with an admintstrative, students and women In farge numbers and oceastonally
adﬂm:? ar representative lactory workers aswell. Certaln business groups too began
function lo actively support the Congress in the 1920, Whiv was

this so?

The First Waorld War alteted the economile and political
situation Ih [ndia. [t led to a huge rise ln the defence
expenditure ofthe Government of Indla. The government in
turn incregsed taxes on individual Incomesand business
profits. Increased military expenditure and the demands
for war supplies led to a sharp rise in pricdes which created

e greal difeulties lor the commmao peaple. O ihe othier baned,
LRI Y. business groups reaped @bulous profits from the war,
Find aut which countries: As vou have seen (Chapter 6). the war created a demand
fought the First World for indusirial goods (jute bags. cloth. ralls) and caused
War: a decline of imports from other countries oo India. So

s QLR PASTS -
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Indian Indusivies expanded during the war, and Indian
business groups began to demand greater opporiunities
for developmernt.

The war also lead the British o expand thelr army
Villages were pressurised 1o supply soldiers for an alien
cenrse. A large number of soldiens were sent (o serve abroacl.
Many returned after the war with an understanding of
the wayvs In which impedalist. powets were explalilng the
peoples of Asiz and Alrica and with a desire o oppose
colonial rule In India.

Furtherthore, In 1917, thetfe was a revolutlon in
Huossia., News aboul peasants” and workers® strigdles
and ldeas al soclalism clrculated widely, Inspiring
Indian nationallsts:

The advent of Mahatma Gandhi

[t is In these cirrumstances that Mahevma Gandbi emerged
as a mass leader. As you may kriow, Gandhljl, aded 4G,
arcived th Indla i 1915 [rem Sduth Afrlca, Having led
Indlans ln that country In non-yviclenl marches agalnst
raclst restrictions, e was already 2 respected leader.
known Internationally. His Sourth African gampalgns had
brought him in coniact with various bvpes of Indians;
[iindus. Muslims. Parsis and Christians: Gularalis.
Tamlls and north Indlans: and upper-class merchants,
lawvers and workeis

Mahatma Gandhi spent his dirst vear b India
travelling throughout the country. understanding the
peaple, thelr needs and the evemll sibuntion, His earllest

Fig, 6 = Fmirders of ohe Namit
Conoress. Lyrmar St Ao,
S ' '

o 2845, along with other
Indlans. Mabhatimn Canedlhl
esfibltslied the Mol Congreas
o fiarht ogatnst mieind

discrimination. Can yvour kdentify

CGandhdir? He b standing at the
cetitre iy tHe fos ot Lhe bocke
Wwearing i roat ored i

THE MARING OF THE NAATONAL MOVEMENT, 1870s—bdT
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Find out about the
Jallianwala Bagh
massacre. Whatis
Jallranwaia Bagh?
VWhat atocities wers
committed thare? How
were they commirted?

Fig. 7— T upatted oomspato in
wshiedy Enemeeraal Dyprr ogeemicel fire on
rismittiering of peogale

The peapie are poingng th the
Paillet morles g the wall

Enighthood - An honour
granted by the British
Crown [ot exceplional
persodal achlevement or
public service
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lnterventioms were In local movements in Champaran.
Kheda and Abhmedabad where he came inio contact with
Rajendra Prasad and Vallabhbhai Patel. In Ahmedabod.
e led a successiul millworkers” sirlke in 1918,

Let us now focus i soime detall on the movemenis
organised betweery 1919 and 19322

The Rowlatt Satyagraha

In 1519, Gandhijl gave a call lor a safpagraho agalnst the
Howlatt Act that the British had just passed., The Act curbed
fundamental rights such as the [reedom of expression and

strengthened pollice powers: Mahatma Gandhnt. Mohammad

AltJinmaband others el that the government had no rlght (o
resirict people’s basic [reedoms. They criticised the Act as
“devllish™ and tyrannical . Gandhijl asked the [dian people
tn observe 6 Aprdl 1919 as a dav of nan-vielemt oppesition
to this Act, as a day of “humlliation and prayer™ and
harrad {strike). Satyaaraha Sabhas were st up o launch
the movement

The Rowlatt Satvagraha turned out tolbe the Tirst
all-India struggle against the British government
although 1t was largely restricted (o cltles: In Apri] 1919,
there were a number ol demonstratlons and hartals o
the copntry and (he government used brutal measures
to suppress them. The dallanwala Bach atrocities,
inflicted by General Dyver in Amirlisar on Balsakht day
113 April). were a part of (his repression: On learning
about the massacre, Rabindranath Tagore expressed
the pdin and anfer of the country by retiouncing
his knighthood

Reprint 252425



During the Rowlatt Satyagraha, the participants tried to
ensare that Hindus and Musiims were undied in the fight
against British rule. This was alse the call of Mahatma
Gandhl whoe dlwavs saw Indla as a land of all the perople
wha lived in the country - Tlindus, Muslims and those of
other religions. He was keen that Hindos and Muslims
support each other In any just catuse,

Khilafat agitation and the Non-Cooperation
Movement

The Khilafat lssue was one such cause, In 1920, the
British imposed a harsh freatv on the Turkish Sultan or
Khalifa. People were furlous about this as they had been
about the Jalllanwala massacre. Also, Indian Muslims
were keen that the Ehalifa be allowed to retain control
over Muslim sacred places in the erstwhile Ottoman
Empire. The leaders ol the Khilafdt agitation, Mol@animad
All and Shaukat All, now wished o Initlate a full-Aedded
Non-Cooperation Movement. Gandhijl supported thelr
call and urged the Congress 1o campaign against "Punjab
wrongs® (Jalllanwala massacre], the KEhilafat wrong and
demand swargj.

The Non-Cooperation Movement gatned momentim
through 1921-22 Thousands of students lefi governmeni-
controlled schools and colleges. Manyv lawvers surh
as Mortilal Nehru. C.R. Das. C. Rajagopalachari and Asafl
All gave up thelr practices. British tles were surrentered
and legislaturis boveottid. People 1L public honlires of
foreign cloth. The lmports of forelgn cloth [ell drasueally
between 1920 and 1922 But all this was merely the tip of
the |ceberg. Large parts of the country were on the brink
of a lormidahble revolt

People’s initiatives

In many cases, people resisted British rule non-vialently.
In others, different classes and groups, nterpreting
Gandhlji's call In thelr own manner. protested In wavs
that were nat in accardance with his ideas. In either case,
people linked their movements to lncal grievanees, Letus
lnok ar a few examples.

In Kheda, Gujarat, Palidar peasants organised
non-vinlent eampalgns against the high land revenue
demand of the Brinsh. In coasial Andhra and interior
Tamil Nadu. liguor shopswere picketed. In the Guntur
district of Andlira Pradesh. tribals and poor peasants
staged a number of “forest satyagrahas™, sometimes
sending thelr cattle into forests without paying grazing
fee. They were protesting because the colonial state

Source 3

i ) I ‘J;
The eternal law
of suffering

What did Mshaima
G;mﬂu mean by slmse )
inon-violence)! How

i copld chimze beconie-the

basis of struggle? This =
whuﬂnnﬂ}:g’j:ﬂ.

hﬂluﬁuﬂm—#plm;&
. - In South Africa

.- 3 tﬁ:cesedad in

learming the eternal
w * law of suifering a3
, the onily remedy for
undong wrong and
injustice. Jr means
postively the law of
noen-molemes. Yoo
have o be prepared
to-zpffercheerfullyar
the hands of all and
sundry and you will
wizh il oo ane, net
I =ventothoss h'hﬂ:ﬂl?

h:vftnmgut rqu,

Picket - People protesting
outside a bullding or shop
to prevent others from
entering

THE MAKING OF THE NATIONAL MOVEMENT: 1570a=-18:47 1o
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Mahants — Hellglowus
functionaries of Sikh
ELUTWaTEHS

HMlegal eviction - Foreible
and unlawiul throwing
out of tenants fromm the
land they rent

Fig. 8— A popuilir nipresenbation
ol Athiirrag (erneifa

Ln popilar imades-tody Mallaime
Crandh] s (e SOown i D nnins
Uestrg octifiving & ploce within
the panthean of Indian gogd<

I ke brovsetes Diie b= drivirgg
nrshng s chapion. Posding oiher
nationalist lenders m the hotle
agolosr the Brinsh

10 Ok PASTS = 1)

had residcied their use of forest respurces g various
wayvs. They belleved that Gandhiji would get their taxes
reduced and have the fbrest regulations abolishied. In
many forest villages, peasants prockimed swara) and
believed that "Gandhbl Ha)™ was about tobe established.

In Sind (now {n Pakistan). Muslim tradeéers and
peasarnis were very enthusiastic daboult the Khilalat call
In Bengal too. the Khilafat-Non-Coeoperation alllance
gave cnormous communal gnliv and strength (o the
natlonal movement,

In Punjab, ithe Akall agitation of the Slkhis saught (o
reniove corrupt mahants — supported by the Britsh —from
thelr gurdwargs. This movement gol closely identdfied with
the Non-Cooperation Movement. 1o Assam. tea ganden
labowrers. shouting “Candhl Mahara! kU Jat”™, demanded
a big inerease In thelr wages. They lell the Dritishe
owned plantations amidst declaratibns. that they weare
following Gandhi)l's wish., Interestingly, In the Assamese
Valshnava songs of the period, the reference 10 Krishna
was substituted by “Gandhl Raja”,

The people’'s Mahatma
We ran see Iromy Lhe above that sometines peaple
thought of Gandhijl as a kind of messiah. as someane
who eould help them overcome thelr misery-and poveriy.
CGandhijl wished to build class unity, not ¢lass canfliet,
vel peasanis could fmagine that he would help them
in thelr fight against zamindars, and agriculiural
labourers. belleved hewould provide then land. At times,
; ordinary peaple orediled
Gandhijl with thelr
own achisvements. For
instance, al the end of
a powerful movemenlt.
peasants of Praijapgarh
in the United Provinces
[now Uttar Pradesh)
managed to stop illegal
eviction of lenants;
but they felt i7 was
Gandhii whn had won
this: demand for them.
AL other thines, using
Giandhlji’s name, iribals
and peasanis undertook
actlons that did not
econform to Gandhian
ideals.

Reprin] ZE24-25



Sourcs 4

“It was he who got bedakhli
stopped in Pratapgarh”

The following &= 2n exmact fom a CID report on the
kitsn movement in Allshabad districe. Janyary 1921

The currency which Mr Gandhi’s name ha:
mmmthumvﬂﬂgﬂ-hw: iz

No one seems to know guite who arwhuha tr-bu
it i an accepted fact that ywhar he savs is 50, and
what he orders musc be done. Hetza Mahacmaor
szdhx, 2 Pundic a Brahmm who bves ar Allahabad |
eyen:a deois ... -ihe veal power of hiz name iz o
be sraced back o the idea thar it was he who got
bedakhil [illegal evimion] stopped m Fratapgarh
.. -as a genesal rule- Gandhi is not thought-of az
being antageniiic to:Government, buconly tothe
samimdars - We are fior Gandhif and it Sarkar.

LW AT ST, T T i,

The happenings of 1922-1929

Mahatma Gandhi, as vou know, was agalnst violem
movemenis. He abruptly called ofi the Non-Copoperation
Movement when in February 1922 & crowd af peasarnts
sel fire to a police statlon In Chatd Chaura Twenty= two
policemen were Kllled en thal day. The peasants were
provoked because the pollce had fired on thelr peaceful
demonstration.

Once the Non-Cooperation moveimenl was over,
Gandhlji's followers stressed thatl the Congress must
undertake constructive work In the rural areas. Other
leaders such as Chitta Ranjdn Das and Motilal Nehny
argued that the party should fight elections 1o thecouncils
and enter them inorder toiinfluence government policies:
Through sineere social work In villages in the mid- 1920s.
the Gandhianswers able b extend thelr support base. Thils
proved to Bevery useful In launching the Civil Disobedlenos
moverment in /1930,

Tva frmportant developmenis of the mld-1920s were
the formation of the Rashiriva Swavamsevak Sangh (RSS),
a Hindu organisation. and the Communist Party of India.
These parties have held verv different Ideas about the kind
of country India should be. Find sut abour their ideas with
the help ol your teacher. The revoluticnary nationalist
Bhagat Singh oo was active in this period.

Fesd Bource &
Accarding m this report,
how did peaple view
Mahatma Gandhi? Wh‘y
‘do you think they feit
that he was opposed 0
zamindars'but net @ the
govemment? Why do
you think thiey weare in
--E‘Jﬂur afGa nﬁh;_i'

.r// !

Fig. 8- Chitta Boppan Uag

A major figire in the indedlom
movernein. Pas was o lawwer
from Enst Hengnl He was
especinlly active In the
mon-Cnopemtion Miwement

THE MAKING OF THE NATTONAL MOVEMENT: 1570a-11347 103
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fry Y, the HBritsh govermment n Engdlmd decided tosend o gommission braded B8 Lol Shooen
fey bt bedes Inefin's peilicleal (ot The Conprelesinn hoel no Ingdion spresentative. The dectson oreaied

oy ot o ndins Al poliBeal proups decidedd Uo boveott the Conmmiss]Gn, When the Cormmilssian
aimver it was et with demonstrainks with banners saying ~Smaon G Bk

Fig, 10 —Demivnstriitors egpaise ther Siman Coronigsion

The decade closed with the Congress resalving
io Hehi for Pima Swardgl (complete Independence) in
20 pynder the presideniship of Jawaharlal Nebhru
Consequently. “Independence Day™ was observed on 26
JJanuary 1930 all ower the country

[“It takes a loud voice to make the deaf hear.
Inquilab Zindabad 1"

Revolutionary nationalists such as BhagatSingh, Chandra Shekhar
Azagl, Sukhdavand others wanted to fight against the calomal rula
and the nich exploiting classes through a revolution of workersand
peasants. For this purpose, they foundad theHindustan Socialist
Republican Association (HSHEA) In 1928 at Ferozeshal Kotls In
Delhl. On 17 Decemiber, 1928, Bhagat Singh, Azad and Raiguru
assassinated Saunders, a police officer who was Involvad in the
lathi-charge that had caused the death of Lala Lajpat Ral.

On 8 April, 1929, Bhagat Singh and B.K. Durt threw a bomb in the
Central Lagisiative Assembly. The aim, a3 their leafier explained,
was not to kil but “to make the deaf hear’, and to remind the
Fig. 11 =Ehagar Singh forewgn government of its callous exploEauon.

Bhagat Singh;, Sukhdev and Rajguru were executed on March 23,
1931, Bhagat Singh's age at that time was only 23.

104 Ok PASTS = 1)
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The March to Dandi

Purno Swaraj] would never cotie on s
own, |t had to be fought foer. In 1930,
Gandhlfi declared that he would lead a
march to break the salt law, Aveording o
thislaw, the state had a monopoly on the
manufacture and sale of salt. Mahatma
Gandhi aleng with ather nationalists
reasoned  that L was sinful to tex sall
sinece It Is such an essential [tem of our
food. The Salt March related the general
idesire of freedom to a specific grievance
shared by evervhody, and thus did not
divide the rich and the poor.

Gandhijl and his [ollowers marched
for over 240 miles from Sabarmati 1o
the coastal town of Dandi where they
broke the gavernment law by gathering
natural szt fownd on the seashore,
and bolling sea water to produce sall.

Fig. 12— Materin Carethi frooilang de
salt law by ploking g a W gf momoernd, saf,
Dancdl, € Apsril 150

Women in the freedom struggle. Ambabai from Karnataka

Waomen from diverse hackgrounds participated 1n the national movement,
Young and old, single and married, they came from rural and urban areas, from
both conservative and liberal homes, Their involvemetit was significant for the
freedom striiggle, for the women's movement, and for themselvas persanally.

Both British officials and Indian natlonalists feit that women's particpation gave
ihe l‘lﬂil—.‘.lﬂa] struggle an Immense force. Participation in the freedom movement
brought women out of thelr homes. It gave them a place in the professions,
in the governance of India, and it could pave the way for equality with rmen.

Whar such pamnidpation meant for womean is best recountad by them. Ambabai
of Karnataka had been marnedat ege twalve. Widowed at sixizen, she pickatad
farzign <loth and liguor shops in Udipl. She was arrested, served a sentence
and was raarrested. Between prison/terms she made speeches, taught spimming,
and organised prabhat pheris. Ambabal regarded these as the Happ-itest days
of her lifa because they gave it 4 new purposs and commitmant.

Wormien, howavar, had 1o fight for their right to participarte in the mevwement.
During the 5alt Satyaqraha, for Instance, even Mahatma Gandhi was initially
opposad to women's panticipation. iamjmi Maidu had o persuade him to allow
women 1o Join the movemant.
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Fig. 13 — Sarojind Naldu welth
Matiatmn Cranefll Parts, 19551

Active o the mitional nevemend
stnee the earhy 1830k, Naldy uns
i sttt Tedider of the Datidd
March. Sbhe wns the first IndiEn
WOt Deroemne President of Lhie
Ireckian Natioti) Congrecs (1425

Provincial autonomy
Capadciiy of the provinees
lo make relatively
independent decisions
whille remaining within a
federntlon

10 OiER PASTS - 1

Peasanis, ribals and women parileipated
in large numbers. A business federation
published a pamphiet on the sall issue.
The government tried Lo erush the
movement through brutal actlon against
peaceful saryagrahls. Thousands were
senl o jall.

The ¢gmblned siruggles af the Indian
peaple bore frull when the Government of
India Aet of 19535 preseribed provineial
autonomy and the government announcerd
clections to the provinckal legislatures in
1837. The Congress lormed governimenls
7 out of 11 provinces,

o September 1939, alter twn years of
Congress rule in the provinees. the Second
Warld War broke out. Critieal of Hitler
Condress leaders were ready o suppori
the British war effort. But In return they
wanied that Indiz be granted independence

after the war. The Britlsh refused to eolicede the demanid.
The Comgress ministries resigned n protest.

Source%&

)

i

b

"-

i
al

Veer Lakhan Navak was hanged

Bap Mohammed, President of the Nabrangpur Congres:.
Orizsa 1o the 1850s; TEpOTT=:

Om Augusr 35,1042 | mineseen people died onthe
spotn poixe finngar Peparandim Nabarangpur

Many dizd shereafter froonther sounds. Ov=r 500
weremjured: More than athousand were miled n
Korapue districs. Several werszhot or execpred.
Vesrlakhan Navalk (3 legendary mribal lsader-who
defied the Brinsh| was hangsd.

ol s i ~ N

Nayvak, Baj eells us, was not worned abour being
execuied, only zzd tha: he would nor bve w 3ee
freedom= dawn

Bajt Mohamuriad mebehized 20,000 people-to join the
nanonalzruggle Heoffered fafiasrzlic many fimes over.
He paracipatsd in protezz agamnst the Second Werld
War and in the Quit India- movement, and served long

TG S S——"
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Bose and the INAI

Fig. 16 = Subhas Lhandrm Bose

A radical nationalist, with

socialist leanings, Bose- did

Demmnsouinrs: clsied wimn e police everywiiers, Moy TnnEsano s L Gm{mw‘s et

were areatetl, over o thousangd Klled, oy’ mmre were injured Giimsa. thu”gh he respectad
. . him as tha "Fathei of the

Quit India and Later wation”. In January 1241, he sacretly left his Calcutta home,

Mahatma Gandhi decided WenttoSingapars, via Germany, and raised the Azasd Hind Fauj

to initlate a new phase of 9f the Indian Nariohal Army [INA), To fres India from Btitish

movement agalnst {hf‘ .b]'lllSh ﬁﬂﬂ!ﬂ:ﬂ. iy 19’44; Ih& A :ﬂEd o Eﬂ'lE‘T .ndiﬂ ll'll‘{.‘iugh Imph:ﬂ

in the middle of the Second and Kohima but the campaign falled. The INA members were

World War. The British must Imprisoned and tried, Feople across the country, from all walks

gult India tmmediately, he told — of lifs participated in the moverment against the INA tiials,

them. To fhe people he =aid.

“tlo or die” ln vour effort o fight the Hritish — but youwmust

fight non-violently. Gandhijl and other leaders were jalled

at ance but the movement spread. It specially attracted

peasantsand the youth who gave up thelr studies to Joln i

Communlcations and symbaols of state authority

were attacked all over the country. inmany areas

the prople set up thelr own governmenis.

i e

Fig: 14— [t Indio mooemeni, Auyeest gy

The first respanse of the Tritlsh was severe
repression. By the end of 1943, over 50,000
people were arresied. and apound 1,000 killed In
police fifng, In manyarcas, orders were ghven (o
machine-gun crowds fromeatrplanes. The rebellion,
however. ultimately broughit the Ta) oils knees,

Towards Independence and Partition
Meanwhile. inv 1940 the Muslim League Had -
moved a8 résolution demanding “Trndepetidefit :F‘Ig. ;lrﬁi— -hn.ﬁ:'m?.n: Nehnu listens m |i‘:!'.-'1.hr1rr.~1r.r
- P sl e fewres that Flesmlany sosskon of the
Siales” for Muslims i the nornth-western ang 7000 P68 pitiags o=t
e Crorinress, ciily JE

casiern areas of the country. The resolutlondid . . I -

At erlein na Ttk ax F'E-tkl%T an. Why did-the Czinelbiji'e disedple, o Uonoreas Soctnliad, arnd on
i ) .[_r = - friterpdifiminli=l Neliru wns o leading amdiliEct
Ll'.‘.'.l:.‘..',[.l.t‘ ass tl*: AN aulondgmous .'il'I‘s'ilI_L"j'Ill‘."il.l rl” it HiE nofonm! incrrement oareEl of tree India s
the Muslims of the subeontinem’? eeomomy and pealtnye
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Filg. 17 —Manimm Asmd potth
ctheer misrmbiers qif thie Uangress
Siirkinhy Cumbmieee S
g

Al s b I Meoeid (0 g
Bengali inther bmid e Aroh
mother Well yversed inmamy
Pinwesses, Aol with o ariuvdar
of t=bivrr e miy ety of
tiwe ptirEn of e - bieen,
the esseniind oneness of all
rElldons. An'poine partloijsnt
iy Gyl nin e and

g stooe vocate of Himufi-
Muslim mnity. he was qpposes!
toJinnalys two- malion Wiendy.

Fig.-28 —{ hakrmym Relegopsaiacharn
aperkiid) t Gt Sejone st G-
Jinnal indles, Frdg

A veteran nabinr i) e |emdir ol U
Salr Satyngitibin () khe sndth,

C. RejagopaElncharll poghiliy ik s
Hajall seeved o member of Uhe Intenms
Goveriitent of TG am! as e lndin’s
Hrad Indinn (Rrvernoe - Getwral

Fig. 19 - Saminr
Villaihbhal Pafcd plogped
i T rtemil ok i

the nepolidiions for
iyt ciriri
[EMS-47

Pere] hniled -from on
immoveristed peasan
proqrisbor Sanihy of Nl
Gugjnrng Alforermiogl
urgantser of e fresdom
movenimt from 1918

Fig. 20 - Maobarroiusd Al
oJirprhely eardth Mietienrran Gl
o). Sepiamifor 1524

fmwards, Batel served as An ambitssador of
Predifein of the Congresc Hindu - Mushm umnity
1941 1) Jinnmh plaved an

trapeiEnt role dn e making
al tlye Lockriaw Pact. Hie
recepniassd the Mustim Leagne
afler 143L and berane the
majin spokesper=an o the
demiand Tor Mkkision.
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From the late 1930s. the League began viewing the Muslims
as a separate “nadon” rom the Hindus. n developing this
riotinn. it may have besn influenced be e Bistory of tension
betwsen sopme Hindu dathd Moslhin groups In the 1920s and
1930s. More mpartanily, (he provinglal elections of 1937
st o have convinesd the League that Muslims were a
minority, and they would always lsive to play second fiddle
inany democratie struoture, [ feared that Muslims nay even
g0 unrepresented. The Congress's rejection of the League's
desire to form a Joint Congress-League government in the
Unlled Prowinees i 18937 also giinoyed the Legse,

The Congresss {afhwe 1o mobhilize the Muslim masses in
the 149305 allowed the League to widen its social support, It
souglit to ¢nlarge 1is suppoit o the early 19105 when soiost
Congress leades were in jall, At the end o6f the war In 1945,
the British opened negotiations between the Congress, the
League and themseles for the independence of India. The talkes
failed because the League saw lisell as thie sole spokespersan
of India’s Muslims. The Congress could not accept this claim
sinee a large mumber of Muslims still supported it

Elections to the provinces were again held In 1946, The
Congress did well in the “General” constituencies buf
the League's success inthe seats rescaved [or Muslnms was
spectamitar [ persisted with its deniand for "Pakistan™ [n Mareh
1946, the Britush cabinet senl & three-member mission to
Defhil 1o examine this demand and o sudgest a sultable
politieal framework for a free India. ‘This milssion sugdested
that Indla should remaln united and constibute lself as a
Inose confederation with spme antanemy for Muslim-majority
areas, Bur i could not get the Congress and the Muslim
League 1o agres to specific detalls of the proposal. Partition
o biecatiie more or less nevitable

After the failure of the Cabloet
Mission. the Muslim Leggoe decided
o1 mass agltation [or winning lis
Rakistan demand, It annoinoed 16
August 1HAE as "Direct Action Day”
O this day riots broke out in Caleulta,
lasting several davs and resultine in
the death of thousands of people.
By March 1847, violence spread 1o
diffetent parts ol northern Ihdia,

Many hundred thousand people
were kKilled and numerous women
had to face untold brnalides during

Fig. 22— Refiepys foun riod-toem Prinfob ginbuer n Neey

"General” constituencies
Election districts with 1o
reservations for anv religimis
or olher commnanity

Fig. 21 - Khvan Al (iviffar
Kt the Peeslifin kesewclor froet thee
Narth West Frontier Procinee. aeith
T nllpwsrpies oo o v el
dhimdigl Biflees Mizweh 1927

Alsrh ki as Badsbah Blion,
he was the founder of the Khda
Ehildhimiddgars, a poverfol non-
wlaletit mioverimnt deneng U
Iathoms of his provines. Badshah
Khunn wrs dbvongly npposed

1oy the Partdtion of fmlin.  He
erttirtast his Congresa urHt.'.u_.gl:r--
foe agreelng o e 19487 division.

T

Dt b sooreht of s Pt ewred finod

the Partiton. Milllons of people were
forced to {lee thelr homes. Torn asunder from thelr
homelands, they were reduced to being refugees In allen
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lands, Partition alsa meant that India changed. many of tts
eities changed. and a new couniry— Pakistan —was horn.
So. the joy of our country’s Indepetidence from British rule
came nixed with the pain and vialence of Partition.

-
| Lot's imaggne | 1 Why were people dissatisfied with Britsh rulé in
Imagine that you are the 1870s anr 1880s?
invalved in the Indian 2. Who did the Indian National Congress wish o
national movement. spealk for?
Based on your teading 3. Wt econumic fmpact:did the Flrst Waild' War
of this chapter. briefly i Hnctial?
discuss vour preferred L I
'methods of struggle 4. What did the Muslim League resolution ol 1940
and your vision of a ask for?
free India. J
k‘— o
5. Who wn:u.-'[he Moderales? Hu-.u did they propose
o ﬂru&leagamﬁt Brilish rle?
6. How was the politics of the Radicals within the
Eung:?eah different from: that of the Moderates?
7. Discuss thevaripus forms that the Non-Cooperation
Muucmunl_._mqkm dilferent parts of India. How did
| the people understand Gandliji? -
8. Why did Gandhiji choose to break the sall law?
9. Discuss Uinse developments of the 193747 period
lh.ll‘led to the creaton of Pakistan.
10. Find ouil how the nadonal movement was organtsed
in your city, districl. ares or state. Who participated

. in 1L and who led 1?7 Whal did the movement in

R your arva achieve?

' 11. Find oul more aboul the Iife and work of any two
participants or leaders of the nattonal movement
and wrile a short essay about them. You may
chovse a person nol mentioned I this chapres
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